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in 1816. The whole enterprise was abandoned about 1826, The
ore'Used was picked out of gravel banks in the neighborhood in
very small Jumps. It has been erroneously stated that this was
the only furnace erected in Beaver county; There was another
early furnace in this county, named Bassenheim, built by Detmar
Basse Muller, the history of which is so interesting that we make
room for the following letter we have received from Mr. Henry
Muntz, an aged citizen of Zelienople, in Butler county.

Bassenheim furnace was built and put into operation in the year 1814 by
Dettmar Basse, a German gentleman of education, much enterprise, and some
means. He carried it on to 1818, when he sold out to Daniel Beltzhoover,
Kobinson & McNickle, who worked it five or six years more. About that
time, viz., 1824, the charcoal and iron ore beginning to fail in the neighbor-
hood, and their capital being pretty much sunk, they ceased operations and
retired leaving the furnace a ruin, and now there is nothing to mark the place
of its location except a large stack of stone overgrown with moss and bushes,
and also a great pile of cinders, clinkers, and ashes, to show where the furnace
had been. This furnace was not located in Butler county, but in the adjoin-
ing county of Beaver, between two and three miles from Zelienople and lower
down the Connoquenessing creek and about a mile west of the Butler county
line. Its owners, Dettmar Basse and also Daniel Beltzhoover, resided at
Bassenheim farm on the Butler side of the county line, and much of its
business was transacted at Zelienople. These circumstances will account for
the popular belief that this furnace was located in Butler county. There was
no forge connected- with it, nor any other work except to convert iron ore into
pig metal, stoves, kettles, pots, fire irons, etc. The ore was mostly dug out of
the ground within a mile or two of the furnace in lumps weighing from one
pound to fifty, generally of a blue color. At first the bellows was blown by
water-power, but, after the high water of the creek had washed one of the
abutments of the dam away and let the water out, the owners were obliged to
apply a steam-engine at considerable expense, by which it was afterwards
operated with much trouble and little profit. After the war of 1812 times
were very hard and money exceedingly scarce. One other reason that this
work did not succeed and pay better was the great expense of getting its
metal and wares to a market. I remember well that in February, 1818, $12
per ton were paid for haulin'g the pig metal to Pittsburgh, thirty miles, over
a bad road.

John Henry Hopkins, afterwards Bishop of Vermont, and already
mentioned in connection with General St. Glair's furnace near Ligo-
nier, was engaged as a clerk at Bassenheim furnace about 1815.

Still another furnace in Beaver county was Homewood, in the
northwestern part of the county, on the Beaver Canal, near the
mouth of the Connoquenessing creek, and two miles from Home-
wood station on the Pittsburgh, Fort Wayne and Chicago Railway.